Page 15, line 20, after "there" insert —is--, 
Page 23, line 13, del^^e^he ratio of"; 

line 19, deteteJXthe ratio of"; 

line 23, dere^"the ratio of". 
Page 25, line 5, de^te "the ratio of". 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claim 22 without prejudice or disclaimer of 
the subject matte^ thereof . 

Please am^d claims 18, 20-21, 24, and 26-30 as follows: 




\ 



18. (Twice Amended) An apparatus for storing/data 
comprising: / 

a plurality of storage units fo/ storing data in a 
plurality of data groups and error corr/cting data 
corresponding to each of the data gr</ps . the storage iinii->= , 
being susceptible to a fault nn n ur/ina in anv of the st-nr-^g o 
units, the fault affecting d a ta/fetor^d in anv of the storage 
units in which the fault has A ;curred. the affected daf;, 
belonging to at least one the data groups ; and 

a controller fbr performing processing of 
reconstructing the af^cted data [stored in any of the storage 
units in which a f^lt has occurred;]) based on all other data 
[of a corresponc^g] belonging to each of the at leasi- one of 
the data group^ to which t he affected data belongs and 
[correspond^g] error correcting data corresponding to each nf 
the at le/st one o f the data groups to which the affected data 
belongs , 




wherein the controller/aetermines a preference to be 
.given to the processing of reodnstructing data. 



'ij^O. (Twice Amended) An apparatus for storing data according 
9^ 

to claim iff, wherein the apparatus for storing data is 
connectable to a host unit which issues data read/write 
requests to the apparatus for storing data; and 

wherein the controller performs the processing of 
reconstructing data instead of processing of data read/write 
requests from [a] the host unit according to the preference. 






21. (Amended) An apparatus for storiAg data connectable to a 
host unit which issues data read/writfe requests to the 
apparatus for storing data, the appa/atus for storing data 
comprising: 

a plurality of storage ui^its for storing data in a 
plurality of data groups and erro^ correcting data 
corresponding to each of the data groups , the storage units 
being susceptible to a fault occSurring in any of the storage 
units, the fa ult affecting datat stored in any of the storage 
units i n which the fault has Occurred, the affected data 
belongi ng to at least one of /the data groups ; and 

a controller for performing processing of 
reconstructing the affected data [stored in any of the storage 
units in which a fault haas occurred] based on all other data 
[of a corresponding] beldnging to each of the at least one of 
the data groups to whictt the affected data belongs and 
[corresponding] error Correcting data corresponding to each of 




the at least one of the data groups /to which the affected data 
belongs, and processing of data rs4d/write reguests from [a] 
the host unit ; 

wherein the controller determines whether to give 
preference to the processing/ of reconstructing data or to the 
processing of data read/wr/te requests, and performs the 
processing to which preference is given based on a 
predetermined limit tims 




24. (Twice Amended) An apparatus fot storing data 
connectable t o a host unit which isaites data read/write 
reguests to the apparat us for stor:^a data, the apparatus for 
storing data comprising: 

a plurality of storage Ainits for storing data in a 
plurality of data groups and errtor correcting data 
corresponding to each of the dalta groups , the storage units 
being susceptible to a f ault c/ccurring in anv of the storage 
units, the fault affecti ng da/ta stored in anv of the storage 
units in which the faul t ha^ occurred, the affected data 
belonging to at least one c/f the data groups : and 

a controller foy performing processing of 
reconstructing the affect/ed data [stored in any of the storage 
units in which a fault Was occurred] based on all other data 
[of a corresponding] baflonoing to each of the at least one of 
the data groups to whi/ch the affected data belongs and 
[corresponding] erroi/ correcting data corresponding to each of 
the at least one of /the d ata groups to which the affected data 
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belongs, and processing of data^ read/ write reguests from [a] 
the host unit; / 

wherein the contrfiller controls an amount of time 
for the processing of reconstructing data within a unit time 
based on a predetermined/ limit time. 



26. (Amended) An apparatus for storing data connectable to a 
host unit whi ch issues data read/write r/quests to the 
apparatus for storing d ata, the apparatafas for storing data 
comprising: / 

a plurality of storage units for storing data in a 
plurality of data groups and error /correcting data 
corresponding to each of the daty groups , the storage units 
being susceptible to a fault oct/urring in anv of the storage 
units, the fault affect ing dati stored in anv of the storage 
units in which the fault has /occurred, the affected data 
belonging to at least one of the data groups ; and 

a controller foir performing processing of 
reconstructing the affected data [stored in any of the storage 
units in which a fault /4ias occurred] based on all other data 
[of a corresponding] Jbelonging to each of the at least one of 
the data groups to ykich the affected data belongs and 
[corresponding] enter correcting data corresponding to each of 
the at least one /of the data groups to which the affected data 
belongs , and pEfocessing of data read/write requests from [a] 
the host unit / 
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wherein the corjJ:r6ller controls an amount of the 
processing of recopfi^ructing data based on a predetermined 
limit time. 



27. (Twice Amended) An apparatus for storiyfg data 
connectable to a host unit which issues datA read/write 
requests to the apparatu s for storing data/ the apparatus for 
storincf data comprising: / 

a plurality of storage units for storing data in a 
plurality of data groups and error contecting data 
corresponding to each of the data qrQ<ups . the storage units 
being susceptible to a fault occurr/ng in anv of the storage 
units, the fault affect ing data stored in anv of the storage 
units in which the fault has occyrred. the affected data 
belonging to at least one of th(fe data groups ; and 

a controller for performing processing of 
reconstructing the affected d4ta [stored in any of the storage 
units in which a fault has ciccurred] based on all other data 
[of a corresponding] belonging to each of the at least one of 
the data groups to which A:he affected data belongs and 
[corresponding] error coJrrecting data corresponding to each of 
the at least one of th^ data gro u ps to which the affected data 
belongs , and processing of data read/write requests from [a] 
the host unit; / 

wherein /the controller determines an amount of 
[performing] the /processing of reconstructing data instead of 
the processing >6f data read/write requests such that the 
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processing of reconstructing data is competed within a fixed 
period of time. 



28. (Twice Amended) An apparatus for /storing data 
connectable t o a host unit which issue/s data read/write 
requests to the appara tus for storinc/ data, the apparatus for 
storing data comprising: / 

a plurality of storage uiYits for storing data in a 
plurality of data groups and error/ correcting data 
corresponding to each of the dat^ groups , the storage units 
being susceptible to a fault occ/irring in anv of the storage 
units, the fault affec ting data/ stored in anv of the storage 
units in which the fault has occurred, the affected data 
belonging to at least one of the data groups : and 

a controller for performing processing of 
reconstructing the_affected/data [stored in any of the storage 
units in which a fault has/occurred] based on all other data 
[of a corresponding] belonging to each of the at least one of 
the data groups to which/the affected data belongs and 
[corresponding] error correcting data corresponding to each of 
the at least one of t.\\A data gr o ups to which the affected data 
belongs , and processing of data read/write requests from [a] 
the host unit ; / 

wherein the controller performs the processing of 
reconstructing data/ in preference to the processing of data 
read/write request/s such that the processing of reconstructing 
data is completed within a fixed period of time. 




29. (Twice Amended) An apparatus ftf>r storing data 
conne ctable to a host unit which is^es data read/write 
requests to th e apparatus for storing data, the apparatus for 
storing data comprising: / 

a plurality of storage uhits for storing data in a 
plurality of data groups and errorf correcting data 
corresponding to each of the datay groups , the storage units 
being suscept ible to a fault occiirring in any of the storage 
units, the fa ult affecting data /stored in any of the storage 
units in which the fault has ocfcurred. the affected data 
belonging to at least one of the data groups : and 

a controller for performing processing of 
reconstructing the affected dalta [stored in any of the storage 
units in which a fault has odburred] based on all other data 
[of a corresponding] belonging to each of the at least one of 
the data groups to which the/ affected data belongs and 
[corresponding] error correcting data corresponding to each of 
the at least o ne of the datfa groups to which the affected data 
belongs, and processing of/ data read/write reguests from [a] 
the host unit; / 

wherein the controller performs the processing of 
reconstructing data instead of the processing of data 
read/write requests sucH that the processing of reconstructing 
data is completed within a fixed period of time. 



^^JJjSjPO. (Twice Amended) An appa^ 



itus for storing data 



connectable t o a host unit which issues data read/write 
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requests to the apparatus for storing ^ata. the apparatus for- 
storin g data comprising: 

a plurality of storage unit(^ for storing data in a 
plurality of data groups and error cbrrecting data 
corresponding to each of the data gfoups . the storaaA nnii-g 
being susceptible to a fault o ccuri/ina in anv of the storage 
units, the fault affecting ri;^ t a st/ored in anv of the storage 
units in which the fault has occtXred . the affectprl ri^i-^ 
belonging to at least one o f the/data grouns r and 

a controller for perfj&rming processing of 
reconstructing the affected daya [stored in any of the storage 
units in which a fault has occ/irred] based on all other data 
[of a corresponding] belongini to each of the at least one of 
the data groups to which t he /affer.tPH data belonr^ ,:. and 
[corresponding] error correclting data corresponding to each nf 
the at least one of the data/ g rou ps to whir.h the affectpH 
belongs , and processing of |&ata read/write requests from [a] 
the host unit ; 

wherein the controller gives a preference to the 
processing of data read/wJite requests and performs the 
processing of reconstructing data within a remaining time. 




Please add new claims 32-44 as follows; 



—32 



An apparatus for storing/data connectable to a host 



^ unit which issues data read/writa/requests to the apparatus 

for storing data, the apparatus /or storing data comprising: 
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a plurality of storage units /for storing data in a 
plurality of data groups and error correcting data 
corresponding to each of the data groiips, the storage units 
being susceptible to a fault occurrirm in any of the storage 
units, the fault affecting data storid in any of the storage 
units in which the fault has occurre/d, the affected data 
belonging to at least one of the dara groups; and 

a controller for performifng processing of 
reconstructing the affected data bksed on all other data 
belonging to each of the at least /one of the data groups to 
which the affected data belongs and error correcting data 
corresponding to each of the at least one of the data groups 
to which the affected data belongs, and processing of data 
read/write requests from the hoet unit; 

wherein the controller determines an amount of the 
processing of reconstructing djkta instead of the processing of 
data read/ write requests based on a predetermined time. 

33. An apparatus for scoring data comprising: 

a plurality of stdrage units; and 

a controller connected to the storage units; 

wherein the storage units store data in a plurality 
of data groups and error correcting data corresponding to each 
of the data groups ; / 

wherein the storage units are susceptible to a fault 
occurring in any of the fetorage units, the fault affecting 
data stored in any of ttte storage units in which the fault has 
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occurred, the affected data belonc^lng to at least one of the 
data groups; and 

wherein the controlle^r performs processing of 
reconstructing the affected dkta based on all other data 
belonging to each of the at/least one of the data groups and 
error correcting data cor^sponding to each of the at least 
one of the data groups tb which the affected data belongs, and 

jdetermines a preferen^ to be given to the processing of 

/ reconst ructing data. 

'•^ ,3 

apparatus for storing data according to claim JS; 
wherein the controller determines the preference based on a 
predetermined limit time. 

11/ 

3^. An apparatus for storing data according to claim X, 

wherein the apparatus for storing data is connectable to a 
host unit which issues data read/write requests to the 
apparatus for storing data; and 

wherein the controller performs the processing of 
reconstructing data instead of processing of data read/write 
requests from the host unit according to the preference. 



36. An apparatus for storing data'^ connectable to a host 

unit which issues data read/write reg/ests to the apparatus 
for storing data, the apparatus for Storing data comprising: 
a plurality of storage u/its; and 
a controller connected yto the storage units; 
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wherein the storage units store dataT in a plurality 
of data groups and error correcting data corresponding to each 
of the data groups; / 

wherein the storage units are susceptible to a fault 
occurring in any of the storage units, the fault affecting 
data stored in any of the storage units/ in which the fault has 
occurred, the affected data belonging /ho at least one of the 
data groups; and / 

wherein the controller performs processing of 
reconstructing the affected data bAsed on all other data 
belonging to each of the at least/ one of the data groups and 
error correcting data corresponding to each of the at least 
one of the data groups to which the affected data belongs, 
perforins processing of data r«iad/write requests from the host 
unit, determines whether to give preference to the processing 
of reconstructing data or t6 the processing of data read/write 
requests, and performs ther processing to which preference is 
given based on a predeteBinined limit time. 

37 . An apparatus/ for storing data connectable to a host 

unit which issues data read/write requests to the apparatus 
for storing data, the apparatus for storing data comprising: 
a plurality of storage units; and 
a controller connected to the storage units; 
whereih the storage units store data in a plurality 
of data groups And error correcting data corresponding to each 
of the data gwaups; 
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wherein the storage units are susceptible to a fault 
occurring in any of the storage units, the/ fault affecting 
data stored in any of the storage units i^ which the fault has 
occurred, the affected data belonging tol at least one of the 
data groups; and 

wherein the controller performs processing of 
reconstructing the affected data bastfd on all other data 
belonging to each of the at least one of the data groups and 
error correcting data corresponding to each of the at least 
one of the data groups to which the affected data belongs, 
performs processing of data reac^/write requests from the host 
unit, and controls an amount oy time for the processing of 
reconstructing data within a i/nit time based on a 
predetermined limit time. 



38. An apparatus for/ storing data connectable to a host 

unit which issues data read/write requests to the apparatus 
for storing data, the apparatus for storing data comprising: 

a plurality df storage units; and 

a controller connected to^ the storage units; 

wherein the storage units store data in a plurality 
of data groups and krror correcting data corresponding to each 
of the data groups'; 

wherein the storage units are susceptible to a fault 
occurring in any of the storage units, the fault affecting 
data stored in/any of the storage units in which the fault has 
occurred, the/affected data belonging to at least one of the 
data groups ; 'land 
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wherein the controller performs processing of 
reconstructing the affected data baafed on all other data 
belonging to each of the at least one of the data groups and 
error correcting data corresponding to each of the at least 
one of the data groups to which ttte affected data belongs, 
perforins processing of data read/write requests from the host 
unit, and controls an amount of /the processing of 
reconstructing data based on a toredetermined limit time. 

39. An apparatus for storing data connectable to a host 

unit which issues data read/write requests to the apparatus 
for storing data, the apparatus for storing data comprising: 

a plurality of syorage units; and 

a controller comiected to the storage units; 

wherein the storage units store data in a plurality 
of data groups and error/ correcting data corresponding to each 
of the data groups; / 

wherein the storage units are susceptible to a fault 
occurring in any of tMe storage units, the fault affecting 
data stored in any oy the storage units in which the fault has 
occurred, the affectted data belonging to at least one of the 
data groups; and / 

wherein ythe controller performs processing of 
reconstructing thfe affected data based on all other data 
belonging to each of the at least one of the data groups and 
error correcting data corresponding to each of the at least 
one of the datal groups to which the affected data belongs, 
performs procaSssing of data read/write requests from the host 
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unit, and determines an amount of the processpig of 
reconstructing data instead of the processing of data 
read/write requests such that the processiM of reconstructing 
data is completed within a fixed period of/ time. 

40. An apparatus for storing data A:onnectable to a host 

unit which issues data read/write requests to the apparatus 
for storing data, the apparatus for sttoring data comprising: 

a plurality of storage units; and 

a controller connected to/ the storage units; 

wherein the storage unitfe stores a plurality of data 
groups and error correcting data yfcorresponding to each of the 
data groups; / 

wherein the storage units are susceptible to a fault 
occurring in any of the storage units, the fault affecting 
data stored in any of the storage units in which the fault has 
occurred, the affected data/belonging to at least one of the 
data groups; and / 

wherein the controller performs processing of 
reconstructing the affected data based on all other data 
belonging to each of tne at least one of the data groups and 
error correcting data /corresponding to each of the at least 
one of the data grouiSs to which the affected data belongs, 
performs processing/ of data read/write requests from host 
unit, and performs/ the processing of reconstructing data in 
preference to the/ processing of data read/write requests such 
that the processing of reconstructing data is completed within 
a fixed period /of time. 

15 
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41. An apparatus for storing data connectable to a host 

unit which issues data read/write requests to ithe apparatus 
for storing data, the apparatus for storing dAta comprising: 
a plurality of storage units; and 
a controller connected to the storage units; 
wherein the storage units store data in a plurality 
of data groups and error correcting data dor responding to each 
of the data groups; 

wherein the storage units are Susceptible to a fault 
occurring in any of the storage units, ^he fault affecting 
data stored in any of the storage unitfe in which the fault has 
occurred, the affected data belonging/to at least one of the 
data groups; and 

wherein the controller performs processing of 
reconstructing the affected data ba/sed on all other data 
belonging to each of the at least /one of the data groups and 
error correcting data corresponding to each of the at least 
one of the data groups to which ^he affected data belongs, 
perforins processing of data reafl/write requests from the host 
unit, and performs the processing of reconstructing data 
instead of the processing of ciata read/write requests such 
that the processing of reconstructing data is completed within 
a fixed period of time. 



42. An apparatus fo^ storing data connectable to a host 

unit which issues data rekd/write requests to the apparatus 
for storing data, the apparatus for storing data comprising: 
a plurality o^ storage units; and 
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a controller connected to /the storage units; 
wherein the storage units/ store data in a plurality 
of data groups and error correcting data corresponding to each 
of the data groups; 

wherein the storage units are susceptible to a fault 
occurring in any of the storage i/lnits, the fault affecting 
data stored in any of the storage units in which the fault has 
occurred, the affected data belonging to at least one of the 
data groups; and 

wherein the control](er performs processing of 
reconstructing the affected dkta based on all other data 
belonging to each of the at least one of the data groups and 
error correcting data correslponding to each of the at least 
one of the data groups to vJhich the affected data belongs, 
performs processing of datA read/write r6quests from the host 
unit, and gives a preference to the processing of data 
read/write requests and derforms the processing of 
reconstructing data witlyin a remaining time. 

An apparatus for storing data according to claim 
wherein the controller gives the preference based on a 
predetermined limit time. 



44. An apparatus for storingrdata connectable to a host 

unit which issues data read/writa requests to the apparatus 
for storing data, the apparatus/f or storing data comprising: 
a plurality of storage units; and 
a controller connected to the storage units; 
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